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Congratulations to ...
•  Hamish Hay who has been awarded a 5-year £0.8M STFC Ernest Rutherford Fellowship for a project ‘Tidal magnetohydrodynamics of water and metallic ocean worlds’, which will focus on understanding hidden oceans inside planets and moons. Hamish aims to develop self-consistent models linking tidal flows and magnetic fields, and produce open-source tools to infer internal ocean dynamics and explore how tides may drive planetary magnetic fields.
• Jessica Taberner, one of our recent graduates, who is joint winner of the British Society for the History of Mathematics Undergraduate Essay Prize for her essay ‘Anna Prudentia Black: Understanding the mathematical education of women in the early 19th-century’.
Welcome to ...
• all our new research students: Algebra Group: Matthew Johnson;  Analysis: Nathanial Hall, Johannes van Vliet, Corey de Witt;  Fluids: Jonathan Duffy, Lucie Robbins;  Geometry: Hallgrimur Haraldsson, Shubham Kumar;  Mathematical Biology: Andrea Silvera,  Solar Theory: Rowan Miller; Statistical Ecology: Matthew Gilbert, Jack Reidy, Liliana Snedden, Sam Durston, Chenlin Li. 
• Ryan Bushling who joins the Analysis group as a postdoc. Ryan came from Budapest where he was working with Bálazs Bárány, following his PhD at the University of Washington.
•  Clarence Chen who returns to the Analysis group as a Chinese Scholarship Council visiting postdoc researcher. Some may remember Clarence as a visiting research student in 2019-20.
• Hannah Dell, who has joined the Geometry group as a postdoctoral research assistant. Hannah was previously based at the Mathematical Institute of the University of Bonn.
Visitors
•  Mark Holland from the University of Exeter visited Mike Todd for a week to work on projects related to Mike’s small grant on Random Pair Distributions.
• James East from the University of Western Sydney is visiting Nik Ruskuc. With Jung Won Cho they are working on a couple of papers on free monogenic regular *-semigroups.
Conferences, Talks and Visits
• Firdavs Rakhmonov gave a talk entitled ‘Lp averages of the discrete Fourier transform, Salem sets, and applications’ at ICECA2026 (International Conference on Enumerative Combinatorics and Applications), held at the University of Haifa, Israel, on 17th August.
• Mike Todd visited the Catholic University (UC) in Santiago, Chile for ten days to work on projects with Godofredo Iommi and Aníbal Velozo where he also gave a Dynamical Systems Seminar on ‘Equidistribution in dynamical systems’. He got back a day later than expected due to his plane to Paris only getting to Buenos Aires, but overall it was a successful trip. Mike also gave an online seminar on ‘Pair correlations in dynamical systems’ in the international seminar series The Long Run - Topics in Ergodic Theory.
• Semigroups Day VII was held in St Andrews on 1st September. Tom Coleman, James East (Western Sydney University), Nik Ruškuc, Pierre Zhou and Yayi Zhu all spoke at the event.
•  Several members of the Algebra and Combinatorics group are attending the ICSA (International Conference on Semigroups and Applications) in Manchester from 14-18th September in honour of Victoria Gould's 65th birthday https://manchester-semigroups.github.io/icsa/ with an invited talk ‘Groups arising from idempotent structure’ from Nik Ruskuc and a contributed talk from Yayi Zhu.
•  Nathan Kirk attended the 8th International Conference on Uniform Distribution Theory (UDT8) from 1st-4th September in Lisbon, Portugal (where the temperature regularly approached 40˚ Celsius!) and gave a talk ‘On choosing parameters for Kronecker sequences’. After that he visited Chris Oates from 7-8th September at Newcastle University where he gave the same talk.  
• David Dritschel is on a four-week research visit to Sweden, where he has given seminars at Uppsala University and KTH Stockholm on ‘The surface quasi-geostrophic model’. He is currently working in Gothenburg (Göteborg in Swedish) with Klas Modin investigating the fundamental nature of inviscid (non-dissipating) fluid flow on a spherical surface. They have obtained results demonstrating that chaotic flows (here associated with just 5 point vortices) can nonetheless be non-ergodic, meaning that they do not completely mix or visit all parts of phase space. This disproves a famous conjecture made by Onsager in 1949.
• Josh Shelton attended the UK Fluids Conference in Leeds from 8-10th September where he delivered a talk on ‘Vortex dynamics and instabilities in surface gravity waves’.
• David Rees Jones participated in the UK Sea Ice Group workshop from 7-8th September at the Department of Meteorology of the University of Reading.
• Alex Russell attended the Hinode-19 and SOLAR-C Science Meeting in Nagoya, Japan, which was well-attended by scientists from Europe, Japan and the USA. Alex presented talks entitled ‘Solar flare ion temperatures’ and ‘Solar flare footpoint line broadening is predominantly field-aligned’.
• At the recent Royal Statistical Society 2026 Conference, from 8-10th September, Michael Papathomas organised, with Giorgos Minas, and chaired an invited session entitled ‘Developments in information theory and measurement, with application to biological signalling systems and gene networks’. Michael also gave a talk at a different session with title ‘Bayesian mixture modelling and complex dependence structures’.
[image: Group photo showing participants at the WWF workshop]• In mid-August Lindesay Scott-Hayward and Monique Mackenzie travelled to north-west Namibia for a community engagement workshop attended by over 40 Communal Conservancy Game Guards and Managers. In both English and local languages, they shared project updates and had discussions about practical, community-informed interventions to support wildlife recovery while respecting local livelihoods. A conservancy game guard said: ‘… mostly we think of research as a lot of books, a lot of writings and it doesn’t come to show, but ... this really is a great insight into the science world and ... the time that you are taking out to do all this kind of work is very amazing and we are very glad that we have been part of this…’.
      The following week Theoni Photopoulou and Lindesay taught a workshop at WWF (World Wildlife Fund) Namibia in Windhoek on Hidden Markov Models, funded by two impact grants and co-developed with the Namibia Nature Foundation and University of Maun, Botswana. They had 20 participants from a mixed background of academia, government employees, non-governmental organisations, and independent researchers from Botswana and Namibia. The skills base was mixed, from novice to experienced users, however everyone gained something from the workshop.                Participants at the WWW workshop						    

• From 24-28th August, Isobel Falconer was an invited participant and plenary speaker at the workshop Interactions Between Mathematics and Physics in the 19th-Century, hosted by the Institute for the History of Science at Northwest University, Xi’an, China. The workshop was co-organised by Chanchan Guo, a visitor in the School for 2023-24 from Yan’an University. As it was on the way, the previous fortnight Isobel and Kenneth went hiking in the high mountains of western Outer Mongolia, near the triple point of Mongolia, Russia and China.
• On 4th September, Tom Coleman and Isobel Falconer attended the CETL-MSOR (Continuing Excellence in Teaching and Learning in Mathematics, Statistics and Operational Research) conference at Heriot-Watt University. Isobel gave a presentation on ‘History for Inclusion and Diversity in Mathematics’.
• The HIDIM Network (History for Inclusion and Diversity in Mathematics) led by Isobel Falconer, held a workshop in Manchester on 7-8th September. Tom Coleman gave a plenary talk, ‘Student-staff co-creation for accessibility and inclusion’ and Malachi Johns, one of our final year undergraduates, joined Isobel and colleagues from QMUL and Maynooth on the panel for a discussion on co-creation projects.

[image: Close-up photo of the solar eclipse from A Coruña][image: Landscape photo of the solar eclipse from A Coruña]Other News  
     


Photographs of the eclipse from
 A Coruña by Qihui Ming


• Alex Russell, Qihui Ming and Simon Daley-Yates travelled to Spain see the total solar eclipse on 12th August. It was a fantastic display, which combined a beautiful view of the Sun’s corona with a prominence on the Sun’s west limb. Qihui viewed the eclipse from A Coruña and comments ‘It was the first time in my life that I had seen the solar corona, the object I study, with my own eyes! When I looked at the Sun, I felt as if I were also being looked at by the Eye of Sauron. The total eclipse was stunning. Only a total eclipse can do that.’ Alex viewed the eclipse from near Valladolid, whereas Simon unfortunately reported that the skies above Mallorca had one small yet highly inconsiderate cloud. Alan Hood saw the eclipse from Iceland and those staying in St Andrews were able to witness a partial covering of the sun along with darkened surroundings.  

[image: Photo of the two horses ]• After many weeks’ delay, the horses belonging to our two new statistics staff, Charlotte Jones-Todd and Ben Stevenson, finally landed in Heathrow on Thursday 3rd September having departed from Auckland, New Zealand on the 2nd! Their hooves touched Fife soil on Saturday 5th September and since then they have been taking a well-deserved rest in their field. 
          Nymphadora, the bay, and Norma, the
          Shetland pony

[image: Photo of Cypres, left, receiving the trophy from Mark, right.]• As mentioned in the August Newsletter, Cypres Verbeeck, having drawn Spain, won the School World Cup Sweepstake. Here she is being presented with the School World Cup Trophy by Sweepy Supremo, Mark Chaplain. 




Future Events  
• On Friday 16th October, the School will be hosting a Wear It Pink Day when you are encouraged to wear something pink in support of the charity Breast Cancer Now. There will also be a bake sale 11am-3pm in the foyer of the physics building. More information is available at https://www.justgiving.com/page/st-andrews-pink

Next Issue 
• The next edition of the School Newsletter will be circulated in October. Items may be sent to maths-news@st-andrews.ac.uk  at any time but a reminder will be sent out a week before the deadline.
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